
MAMMALS OF BODEGA HEAD, BODEGA DUNES AND ADJACENT WATERS 
 

  
Scientific Name Common Name Abundance Habitat 
    
Order Marsupiala    
Didelphis virginiana Opossum Common Grasslands 

    
Order Insectivora        
Sorex vagrans  Vagrant shrew Common Grasslands, dunes, marshes 
Neurotrichus gibbsii Shrew-mole Rare Grasslands, marshes 
Scapanus latimanus California mole Uncommon Grasslands 

    
Order Chiroptera    
Myotis spp. Mouse-eared bats  Uncommon Over grasslands, dunes, marshes 
Tadarida brasiliensis Brazilian free-tailed bat Uncommon Over grasslands, dunes, marshes 

    
Order Carnivora    
Canis latrans * Coyote Rare Grasslands 
Urocyon cinereoargenteus Gray fox Uncommon Grasslands, dunes 
Vulpes vulpes  Red fox Rare  Grasslands, dunes 
Bassariscus astutus Ringtail Rare  Grasslands, buildings 
Procyon lotor  Raccoon Common Grasslands, marshes, intertidal 

habitats 
Enhydra lutris   Sea otter  Rare  Inshore ocean waters 
Lutra canadensis River otter Uncommon Freshwater, harbor 
Memphitis memphitis  Striped skunk Common Grasslands 
Mustela frenata  Long-tailed weasel Common Grasslands 
Taxidea taxus  Badger  Rare Grasslands 
Felis catus   (Introduced) Feral house cat Common Grasslands, dunes 
Felis concolor  Mountain lion Rare Grasslands, dunes 
Lynx rufus   Bobcat  Rare Grasslands, dunes 

    
Order Pinnipedia    
Eumetopias jubatus   Steller’s sea lion Uncommon Shorelines, inshore ocean waters 
Zalophus californianus California sea lion

  
Common
  

Offshore rocks, harbor, inshore 
ocean waters 

Mirounga angustirostris 
     

Northern elephant seal Uncommon Sandy beaches, inshore ocean 
waters 

Phoca vitulina 
    

Harbor seal Common Rocky intertidal, harbor, inshore 
ocean waters 

    
Order Cetacea    
Eschrichtius robustus 

    
Gray whale Seasonally 

common 
Inshore ocean waters 

Megaptera novaeangliae Humpback whale Rare  Inshore ocean waters 
    
Order Artiodactyla    
Odocoileus hemionus columbianus Black-tailed deer Common Grasslands, dunes 

    
Order Rodentia    
Tamias sonomae * Sonoma chipmunk Rare Dunes 
Thomomys bottae Valley pocket gopher Common Grasslands 
Peromyscus maniculatus Deer mouse  Common Grasslands, dunes 
Reithrodontomys megalotis Western harvest mouse Common Grasslands, dunes 



Microtus californicus  California vole Common Grasslands, dunes, marshes 
Ondatra zibethica  Muskrat Uncommon Freshwater marshes 
Mus musculus *  (Introduced) House mouse Uncommon Disturbed areas 
Rattus norvegicus (Introduced) Norway rat Uncommon Disturbed areas, buildings 

    
Order Lagomorpha    
Lepus californicus  Black-tailed jackrabbit Common Dunes, grasslands 
Sylvilagus bachmani Brush rabbit Common Grasslands 

 
NOTES:  

* Listed in Barbour, Craig, Drysdale, Ghiselin (1973), Coastal Ecology - Bodega Head, but not reported 
since the 1970’s. 
 


